XI
A BIGGER AND BETTER
FOUR-ENGINED PLANE
THE militan competition of that year was again
completed successfully. Our pilots, Gleb Alech-
novidi and George Jankovsky, flying the S-io and S-i i,
won the hrst and second prizes. Some orders were later
received tor a modified type of the S-io plane. The
factorv had to be enlarged to take care of this work as
well as of the construction of the four-engine transport
which was started during the month of August. This
.second ship was substantially larger than the first one;
it had a wing span of 102 feet, a wing area of about
i ,700 square feet, and an estimated gross weight slightly
in excess of 10,000 pounds. It was to use the same four
Argus motors of 100 h.p. each. In spite of no change
in power and a greater weight, improved performance
was expected as a result of more efficient design. The
ship had bigger and better shaped wings, a greater gap
both between the wings, and the fuselage and the
upper wing. Finally, the fuselage was larger but was
improved in form. The front part of it included a
roomy pilot's cabin. Behind the seat was space suffi-
cient for a few persons to watch the controls in flight.
Openings on both sides permitted the mechanic to
climb out on the wing and reach the motors. A floor
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